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Country. That settled, he who will takes action.
There are, however, some who know well how to se-
cure obedience, especially when they have the affec-
tion of their subjects. Some, too, are kept back from
these positions by the memory of their ancestors who
have badly served their Country. But, if they are
received therein, it is by dint of presents which the
Old Men accept in their Assembly and put into the
Public coffers. Every year, about Spring, these res-
urrections of Captains take place, if some special
cases do not delay or hasten the matter. I should
like here to ask those who have a low opinion of our
Savages, what they think of this method of conduct-
ing affairs.

But, in proof of what I have just said of the intel-
ligence of our Captains, I must conclude this Chap-
ter with a speech, made to me, this Spring, by a
Captain named [164] Aenons. He was trying to per-
suade us to transfer our Cabin to his Village. For
this we have to praise God, that he gives us the
favor to be loved and sought after throughout the
Country; there is a strife as to who will have us in
his Village. The Arendoronnon® have often invited
us; the Attignenonghac, and the people of the Vil-
lage of Ossossané, which we call la Rochelle, have
pressed us still more earnestly; but, if we have re-
gard to importunities, assuredly this Chief will pre-
vail. For more than six months he has given us no
rest; whatever Public affair he may relate to us, he
never fails to draw expressly or tacitly this conclu-
sion; but this Spring, more than ever, he has em-
ployed all his Rhetoric to secure our promise, and
gain our full consent. Going then one day to Wen-
710, to visit one of our Christians sick unto death, I



